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lutions since he had found ministers who were ready to
represent his policy openly and without subterfuge. Since
then he had acquired the conviction that the position of
the Crown, if matters had come to the point of revolution-
ary outbreak, would have been stronger; the intimidation
of the Queen and the ministers of the new era had lost
its power. On the other hand, in my statement to him
I did not conceal my estimate of the military strength

i               /          that an alliance between Germany and Russia would have,

!                          particularly at the outset.

The geographical position of the three great Eastern
Powers is of such a kind that each of them, as soon as it is
attacked by the two others, finds itself strategically at a
disadvantage, even if she have England or France as an
ally in Western Europe. The isolated power would be
most at a disadvantage if Austria were exposed to a Rus-
so-German attack; least, if it were a case of Russia
against Austria and Germany; but even Russia would at
the outset of a war be in a serious plight in face of a

I                          combined advance of the two German powers upon the

Bug. Her geographical position and ethnographical for-
mation set Austria at a great disadvantage in the matter
of war with the two neighbouring empires, for French as-

i                          sistance could scarcely arrive in time to restore the bal-

ance.    But whether Austria succumbed at the outset to a

f                          coalition between Russia and Germany, or whether the

alliance of her opponents were broken up by some clever
treaty of peace between the three Emperors, or even
merely weakened in consequence of some defeat of Aus-
tria, the preponderance of Russia and Germany would in

i                          any case be decisive.    Granting equally good generalship

and equal bravery in the great armies, a great strength of
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